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Latest Developments

Interior Department Authorizes Offshore Wind Project on West Coast
Posted February 05, 2014, 3:52 P.M. ET

The Interior Department announced Feb. 5 it had given the “green light” to a Seattle-based company to move forward with plans
to build what could be the nation's first offshore wind project off the West Coast.

The department's “determination of no competitive interest” allows Principle Power Inc. to formally submit plans to site five 6-
megawatt floating wind turbines offshore of Oregon's Coos Bay, according to the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.

If constructed, the project could be the first in the U.S. to use a floating structure to support offshore wind development in the
Outer Continental Shelf, the bureau said.

Water Safe to Drink, Governor Tells West Virginians
Posted February 05, 2014, 3:52 P.M. ET

West Virginia residents affected by the recent Elk River chemical spill should trust federal regulators’ assurances that their
drinking water is safe, according to Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (D).

Under the Safe Drinking Water Act, Environmental Protection Agency experts have examined the distribution system and
determined that the levels of 4-methylcyclohexane methanol in tap water is at safe or even undetectable levels, said EPA Region
3 Administrator Shawn M. Garvin, who joined Tomblin at a news briefing Feb. 5 in Charleston, W.Va.

Ongoing anecdotal reports of illness from tap water following the Jan. 9 spill, which prompted a weeklong “do not use” order for
300,000 people in eight counties, cannot be definitely linked to MCHM, said state Center for Environmental Health acting
director Tanja Popovic, adding that the 1,000 parts-per-million limit established by her agency provides “a substantial blanket of
safety.”

NOTE: The announcement follows hearings in the House and Senate Feb. 4, where lawmakers said the spill illustrates the need
for updating the Toxic Substances Control Act.

NOTE: Sens. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.), John D. Rockefeller (D-W.Va.) and Barbara Boxer (D-Calif) on Jan. 27 introduced a bill
(S. 1961) that would set minimum construction standards and other requirements for chemical storage sites located near sources
of drinking water, among other things.
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